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Greetings, 

It has been a busy fall term in 

the Beaver Battalion. 

OSU NROTC welcomed a 

new freshman class of 30 

scholarship and college 

program midshipmen in 

September.  Officer Candidate 

(OC) Eric Chang did a 

masterful job as Officer in 

Charge of New Student 

Orientation (NSO), held at 

Western Oregon University in 

Monmouth, Oregon.  As a group, our new midshipmen came 

together and performed extremely well.  Two individuals were 

recognized for their standout performance.  Our “Gung-Ho 

Graduate” was Midshipman 4/C Kiara Lee.  She scored a 

perfect 300 on her first Marine Physical Fitness test!  

Midshipman 4/C Tiernan McGuire was the “Honor Graduate,” 

selected by the student instructors for his motivation and 

willingness to learn. 

With the new class of freshmen, the Beaver Battalion currently 

stands at 93 midshipmen.  For a snapshot of what the 

battalion looks like, please see the infographic on page 4. 

Recognizing superior performance from the 2018 Spring 

Quarter and the previous academic year, Battalion 

Commanding Officer, Midshipman 1/C Nicole Carlson 

recognized Midshipmen 3/C Parker Wilkin, 2/C Annie-Rose 

(Continued on page 4) 

A Message from the CO 

OSU NROTC Class of ‘73 USMC 

I was born in 1951 in Klamath Falls, Oregon, but grew up in 

the Portland area, graduating from Lake Oswego H.S. in 

1969.  I wanted to be a Naval Aviator and fly F-4s off the 

“boat” and chose Oregon State University because of the 

NROTC Unit. 

As a Sophomore at OSU and a 3/C Midshipman, the MOI, 

Major Mike Sweeney convinced me that I should consider 

being a Marine Option.  I had never considered this and finally 

decided to do it.  When I told my parents, my Mom cried, and 

my Dad quit talking to me for nearly a year. 

In the summer of 1972 I went to Quantico for the first time to 

attend OCS.  Upon my return from OCS, Major John Ripley 

had showed up at OSU, as the MOI replacement for Major 

Sweeney.  I remember checking in with him prior to classes 

starting and he asked me to go for a “short” run with him.  I 

did, and he nearly ran a recent OCS graduate into the ground.  

(Continued on page 11) 

CAPT Warren E. Sisson, III 

Commanding Officer 

News from Rod Propst 
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From the Editor 
I enjoy putting CAPT Trey Sisson’s quarterly reports in this 

newsletter because I feel he has the Beaver Battalion fired 

up.  I sense he and his staff have the “can-do” attitude neces-

sary to bond every individual into a tightly knit team of win-

ners.  It is leadership from the front and by example.  CAPT 

Sisson brings you up to date with his latest report in this is-

sue of the newsletter.  Check it out! 

We have news from Keith Sime, class of ‘55, and Rod 

Propst, class of ‘73.  We have a note from Del Schulzke, 

class of ‘61, and a sea story from Steve Downing, class of ‘71 

(a little something about several admiral’s flags gone missing 

while a midshipman).  Stan Smith gives you an “after-action” 

report about the recent foxhole and fantail tailgater at the 

unit, the largest turnout to date. 

If you were a member of the Beaver Battalion, you have 

memories of your experience as a midshipman.  Whether you 

were on active duty for as little as two years or you made a 

career of it, you have a host of memories about your experi-

ences in the Navy or the Marine Corps.  These experiences 

are a big part of what formed each of us.  It is not the sort of 

thing civilians experience.  For most, the experiences have a 

lasting effect.  That is what makes your story of interest to 

Tell Us Your Story 
Tell us your story.  Why OSU?  Why NROTC?  Did you make 

the military a career or did you move on to something else?  

Where did you grow up?  What were the milestones in your 

life?  Tell us a sea story.  Did you have some adventures?  

Were there turning points?  Do you have a story about a 

classmate (that is fit to print)?  What are you doing now?  

Family?  Hobbies?...You get the idea. 

E-mail your stories to me, the newsletter editor.  My contact 

info is at the left.  I will edit your story for readability and 

length.  Be sure to send copies of pictures.  Pictures add so 

much.  Digital images in JPEG format are best, but I can 

work with other formats, too.  This is the newsletter schedule. 

Newsletter production and the scheduling of my time around 

my business responsibilities necessitate the early deadlines.  

I can accommodate some deadline flexibility for breaking 

news.  Please, let me hear from you.  Tell us your story. Ê 

those who followed and those who preceded you.  We tell our 

stories to share with others and to honor those with whom we 

have served.  In my view that is a noble purpose.  So — tell 

us your story! 

You have the opportunity to make a difference for the young 

men and women who are a part of the Beaver Battalion.  

Many have limited financial resources and struggle to make 

ends meet while tending to their educational and professional 

development.  They work hard to achieve their goal.  They 

are there because they want to be there.  They are ambitious 

and they are committed to getting their degree and their com-

mission.  See the last story in this newsletter about how you 

can make a financial contribution that will enhance their edu-

cational experience and professional development.  You can 

be part of their success.  Do it once.  Do it again.  Do it as 

often as you are able.  These young people are our future.  

They are worth the investment.  You once stood in their 

shoes. 

Rodger G. Bekooy 

Class of ‘65 OSU NROTC (USN) 

Newsletter Editor Ê 

Article Deadlines Publication Dates 

15 JAN 1 MAR 

15 APR 1 JUN 

15 JUL 1 SEP 

15 OCT 1 DEC 

https://www.osu-nrotc-alumni.org/
mailto:srsmith772@gmail.com
mailto:rodger@rgbekooy.com
mailto:skypilot1992@gmail.com
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OSU NROTC Class of ‘55, USMC 

As told to Rodger G. Bekooy, Class of ‘65, USN 

I started out as a contract student in the NROTC program at 

OSU (it was Oregon State College – OSC when I was there).  

I took the Marine option my junior year.  After graduation I 

went to Basic School and then flight training and never 

looked back.  In flight school I flew SNJs.  We were one the 

last to start in SNJs.  Everyone else started in T-34s. 

After flight school I went to El Toro and joined an electronic 

reconnaissance squadron.  We spent a year in Japan.  I then 

went to aeronautics engineering at Monterey from ’60 to ’62 

and flew a lot of desks after that. 

I had two tours in Vietnam.  The last tour was in F-4s out of 

Chu Lai.  This was mostly ground support for the Marines in I

-Corps.  We occasionally flew BARCAP missions between 

the carrier group and Hanoi.  It was a good tour.  I survived. 

After that, it was back to Washington D.C. and some more 

desk jobs. 

I retired and went to work for Lockheed Shipbuilding in 

Seattle building LHDs for the Navy.  However, after Lockheed 

lost a five-ship building contract to another shipbuilder in the 

southeast United States, I was able to use my security 

clearances and my aeronautical degree to land a position 

with Lockheed Missiles and Space Systems Division in 

California.  After six years there I took early retirement and 

Keith Sime Interview 
moved to Sun River where I sold real estate for 25 years.  I 

retired again and started doing some running programs. 

So… a little background on the running programs.  My 

youngest son had some heart issues and he and his wife 

decided they wanted to do the Portland Marathon.  His doctor 

said that would be OK if he didn’t exceed a certain heart rate, 

so they signed up for it.  Then I signed up, and my other son 

and his wife signed up, and then my daughter signed up, and 

we all ran the 2008 Portland Marathon together.  Five of us 

did it again in 2009.  I then qualified for the Boston Marathon 

and ran it 2011, coming in third in my age group.  I ran some 

other marathons and then we all got together again and ran 

the 2015 Boston Marathon together.  That was a great 

experience.  I’m still active and playing racquetball and 

having a great time. 

I wanted to see the Quonset hut before it bites the dust and 

the NROTC Unit is moved to another location on campus.  

The Quonset hut was located up by the Memorial Union 

when I was here.  The Quonset hut was relocated to its 

present location sometime after I graduated in ’55.  [Editor’s 

Note:  The Quonset hut was relocated to its current location 

in 1959.] Ê 

Keith with his son Bill at the 2018 Foxhole and Fantail 

Muster 

Recently Found Alumni — Welcome Back! 

Name Year Service 

Terry Davenport ‘65 USMC 

Tom Branch ‘76 USMC 

John Darnell ‘88 USMC 

Name Year Service 

Dave McMorries ‘88 USMC 

Rick Goodwin ‘90 USN 
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Salisbury, and 1/C Nancianne Downing with “Midshipman of 

the Quarter” awards for their hard work, exemplary 

performance, and enthusiasm in taking responsibility within 

the unit.  Midshipman 2/C Rodriguez received “Midshipman 

of the Year” honors for his initiative, enthusiasm, 

unselfishness, and outstanding performance inside and out of 

NROTC. 

Have you ever seen a Navy helicopter land on the Oregon 

State campus?  Well, the Beaver Battalion made that happen 

on 27 September 2018!  A friend of mine called and said that 

Helicopter Sea Control Squadron SIX (HSC-6) was planning 

to fly an MH-60S Seahawk from San Diego to Portland for an 

airshow.  He asked if our midshipmen would be interested in 

(Continued from page 1) 

A Message from the CO 

the helicopter stopping in Corvallis along the way.  I thought 

to myself, “Is this a trick question?”  Coming from a fixed-

wing aircraft background, I immediately started thinking about 

the nearest airfields.  However, the squadron came back with 

a proposal to land on the campus rugby field.  Our Aviation 

Officer, Lieutenant Paul Hill, did great work coordinating with 

OSU, and the university was very supportive of the event. 

Led by SSgt Isaac Hinsley, many of our students provided a 

safety perimeter around the field to keep the landing area 

clear.  GySgt Jacob Merrell donned his flight suit and cranial, 

from his previous tour as an MV-22 crew chief, and provided 

Landing Signalman Enlisted (LSE) services to help direct the 

(Continued on page 5) 
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pilots to a safe landing and departure.  The helicopter was 

only on deck momentarily, but they offloaded three crew 

members to stay and visit with the midshipmen and others 

who were interested, including cadets from the Army and Air 

Force ROTC units.  It was an exciting event!  Furthermore, it 

was a tremendous opportunity for professional education and 

engagement with the OSU community. 

The Beaver Battalion was honored to host the 6th annual 

Beaver Battalion Foxhole and Fantail Alumni Muster on 20 

October 2018, Homecoming weekend.  More than 180 

people attended, and the midshipmen were grateful to hear 

from you about your experiences at OSU, in NROTC, and in 

the fleet.  A special thanks to Stan Smith for organizing this 

great event, and to Midshipman 2/C Annie-Rose Salisbury for 

coordinating the hosting of the event. 

I am excited to announce 

that Lauri Morris joined our 

staff as the new 

Administrative Program 

Assistant, replacing Sue 

Plagmann who retired in 

June.  Some of you may 

have had the opportunity to 

meet Lauri at the Alumni 

Muster.  She is an OSU 

graduate with prior 

experience working at OSU.  

Although only onboard a 

short time, she is already a 

(Continued from page 4) 

A Message from the CO 

tremendous asset to the team!  Lauri is our alumni affairs 

point of contact.  Feel free to reach out to her at 

state.sec@oregonstate.edu, or (541) 737-9298/6289. 

The Beaver Battalion held its annual Fall Ball at the 

Philomath Scout Lodge.  The ball provided midshipmen an 

(Continued on page 6) 

Lauri Morris 

Administrative Program 

Assistant 
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opportunity to learn and 

practice naval customs 

and ceremony and to 

celebrate the Navy’s 

243rd birthday.  

Midshipman 2/C Erika 

Wilson worked hard to 

organize the event and 

she knocked it out of the 

park!  The Beaver 

Battalion Choir made 

their debut performance 

with the National 

Anthem, and they 

sounded amazing!  

Recognizing that we had 

great vocal talent in the 

battalion, OC Cameron 

Ott-Bales took the 

initiative to organize the 

choir.  Everyone looked 

sharp at the Fall Ball.  

Most importantly, we had 

fun! 

Your support to the Beaver Battalion continues to allow us to 

enhance the midshipman experience and excite midshipmen 

about naval service.  During the first weekend in November, 

the Surface Warfare Club took a trip to the Seattle area to get 

underway and practice seamanship.  They also visited two 

Arleigh Burke Class Destroyers, USS Kidd (DDG 100) and 

(Continued from page 5) 

The Beaver Battalion Choir at the Fall Ball 

(L to R) MIDN 3/C Henry Fleener, 4/C Laurence Yamomo, 

2/C Madison Whiting, 2/C Sebastian Rodriguez, 4/C Joseph 

Aguilar, and OC Ott-Bales.  (MIDN 2/C Caleb Thompson 

pictured at the far right was the MC) 

A Message from the CO 

USS Sampson (DDG 102).  Midshipman 2/C Sebastian 

Rodriguez, the SWO Club President, provides more details 

about this trip on the next page.  During that same weekend, 

the Aviation Club hosted a tailgater for midshipmen and their 

parents visiting for Family Weekend.  At the end of 

November, we will send two of our hard-charging 

midshipmen down to Coronado, California for SEAL 

Weekend.  Again, all of these events are made possible 

through your generous support.  Thank you! 

On 9 November 2018, we conducted a Cake Cutting 

ceremony in celebration of the U.S. Marine Corps’ 243rd 

birthday.  Lieutenant Colonel Nelson M. Olf, USMC (ret.) from 

the OSU NROTC Class of 1957, was our guest of honor and 

the senior Marine.  Helping Lieutenant Colonel Olf cut the 

cake was our most junior Marine, Sergeant Jacob Hansen.  

In addition to celebrating the Marine Corps birthday, we tolled 

“Bells of Peace” to commemorate the 100th anniversary of 

the end of World War I, and to honor the 116,516 Americans 

who died and over 200,000 who were wounded in the Great 

War.  Midshipman 2/C Nathan Barr was the Officer in Charge 

and made us all proud. 

Finally, the Beaver Battalion honored Veterans by marching 

in the Albany Veteran’s Day Parade on 10 November, the 

(Continued on page 7) 

Fall Ball Colors 

Color Guard (L to R) MIDN 2/C Phillip Cyncor-McMillan, 3/C Brian Schrant, 3/C Parker Wilkin, 

3/C Emily Ball, 3/C Palmer Finley 
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largest Veteran’s Day Parade west of the Mississippi since 

1951. 

In his birthday message to the fleet, Chief of Naval 

Operations Admiral John Richardson spoke about the 

strategic environment and reminded us that our nation’s 

security is “not divinely ordained.”  He said that we need to 

“earn it every single day.”  That is exactly what members of 

the Beaver Battalion are doing on a daily basis.  They are 

developing their own character and fostering a culture of 

dignity and respect for all.  They are studying hard to earn 

their degrees and to prepare for their future profession.  They 

are working to achieve maximum physical fitness for 

resiliency and mission accomplishment.  Lastly, they are 

learning to compete and win.  We are encouraging them to 

give their best and never quit.  They are getting better every 

day, and they are making everyone around them better.  I 

could not be more proud of the midshipmen, officer 

candidates, and Marines in the Beaver Battalion! 

(Continued from page 6) 

A Message from the CO 

Once again, thank you for your enduring support to the 

mission of Oregon State University NROTC and to the future 

junior officers of the Navy and Marine Corps!  For the latest 

on OSU NROTC, I encourage you to follow the Beaver 

Battalion on Facebook, https://www.facebook.com/

OregonStateNROTC/, and on our website, http://

nrotc.oregonstate.edu/.  Our student Public Affairs team is 

doing an outstanding job providing great content every week 

during the academic year.  As always, please do not hesitate 

to visit us when you are in the area.  We strive to be one of 

the most respected institutions on campus and in our 

community, and we always welcome alumni, family, and 

friends of the unit. 

Captain Trey Sisson, U.S. Navy 

co@oregonstate.edu 

(541) 737-5606  Ê 

By MIDN 2/C Sebastian Rodriguez  

This is a message for the Alumni supporting your Beaver 

Battalion’s Surface Warfare Club. 

My name is Midshipman 

2/C Sebastian Rodri-

guez and I am a Politi-

cal Science major and 

the president of the 

SWO Club.  Recently 

six members of the 

SWO Club were afford-

ed the opportunity to 

travel to the great state 

of Washington to visit 

several naval installa-

tions around the Puget 

Sound.  We got under-

way on Commander, 

Navy Region North-

west’s Admiral’s Barge, 

THE OLD MAN IV, 

which allowed us to 

practice seamanship 

and navigation on the Puget Sound.  Afterwards, we traveled 

to Everett Naval Base to spend the night onboard an opera-

tional DDG!  We slept aboard the USS Kidd (DDG 100) and 

toured her the next day.  

After the tour we trav-

eled south to the USS 

Sampson (DDG 102), 

which is currently dry-

docked in Vigor Ship-

yard.  The Commanding 

Officer, CDR Jerry Jack-

son, OSU NROTC Class 

of 1999, sat down with 

the SWO Club and dis-

cussed his expectations 

of a junior officer.  Fol-

lowing the discussion, 

CDR Jackson personally 

led the midshipmen on a 

tour of Sampson and of 

the floating dry dock. 

Below are some reflec-

(Continued on page 8) 

A Message from the Surface Warfare Club 

SWO Trip.  Visiting USS Sampson (DDG 102) 

(L to R) MIDN 2/C Sebastian Rodriguez; CDR Jerry Jackson, CO of 

USS Sampson (DDG 102) OSU NROTC Class of 1999; MIDN 2/C 

Carter Lynn; OC Cameron Ott-Bales; MIDN 4/C Ethan Crowl; MIDN 

2/C Christopher Hoskins; LT Dave Lopez (staff SWO) 

http://nrotc.oregonstate.edu/
http://nrotc.oregonstate.edu/


8 

 

tions from Officer Candidate Ott-Bales and Midshipman 4/C 

Crowl. 

It is through your support that we can make these trips.  On 

behalf of the SWO Club, I thank you greatly for your contin-

ued support as opportunities like this solidify the importance 

(Continued from page 7) 

A Message from the Surface Warfare Club 

of our training here at OSU and motivate us to work towards 

our commission in the U.S. Navy. 

Very Respectfully, 

MIDN 2/C Rodriguez  Ê  

OC Cameron Ott-Bales writes — “Thank you all so much for 

the opportunity to go on the trip to visit the Old Man IV, Kidd, 

and Sampson.  As a prior enlisted Sailor, I still have a lot to 

learn about the jobs and expectations of a junior officer and 

what I need to do to excel in my new role.  This trip familiar-

ized me with those new requirements as well as giving me a 

chance to spend some time on a ship.  Because of the 

wealth of knowledge on this trip I am eagerly looking forward 

to the next opportunity we have to see more of the fleet.  

Thank you for making this happen.” 

MIDN 4/C Ethan Crowl writes — “I, as a fourth class midship-

man, approached this training opportunity with the intent to 

absorb as much as possible concerning the subject matter, 

as I have not had a chance like this to experience the Navy 

outside of our Beaver Battalion.  Working through these ex-

periences awarded me a better picture and understanding of 

what our Navy represents and accomplishes.  I have found 

an exponentially increased passion for naval service after 

conducting these hands-on and applicable training opportuni-

ties.  As I continue my path as a midshipman, I will pursue 

knowledge and experiences within the Surface Warfare com-

munity thanks to our trip.  I would like to greatly thank all who 

made this experience a reality.” 

Del writes he read with inter-

est the 1 JUNE 2018 news-

letter featuring the late Chuck 

Meadows, class of ’61, 

USMC.  Chuck was in the 

front lines during the 1968 

Tet offensive in the city of 

Hue.  Del was a classmate of 

Chuck’s.  He says “Sure do 

miss Chuck.  Had some good 

laughs.” 

Del served as an advisor to 

the Army of the Republic of 

Vietnam during 1964 - 1965.  

He was involved in an earlier 

Tet offensive in 1965.  The pictures at the right  illustrate one 

of his memories. 

Del captured some of the beauty of Hue in photographs prior 

to the 1968 Tet offensive.  Del indicates he is willing to share 

these photos with others.  If you are interested you may 

reach Del through Stan Smith.  Stan’s contact info is on page 

2. 

Del left the Marine Corps as a captain.  Ê 

  

A Note from Del Schulzke 

Del Schulzke 

OSU NROTC Class of ‘61 

USMC 

Del in front of the command post.  This is the 

“before” picture. 

This is the “after” picture of the command post. 
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NAS Corpus Christi, Texas. 

Summer, 1969. July.  You 

can Google the exact date. 

2nd Class Cruise; learning 

about Naval Aviation; even 

getting a little ‘stick time’ in S-

2 props and TF-9 jets.  Yee 

Haw!! 

It is late at night and dark.  

On the light side of the moon 

a man (Neil Armstrong) is 

about to take his first step 

onto the lunar surface. 

I am on top of the Admiral’s 

headquarters building with a 

couple of cohorts removing his flag.  I shall not name names 

(not because of honor nor loyalty, but because I’m old and 

can’t remember…). 

Seemed like a good idea at the time.  Hey, I’m only 20 years 

old with a ‘goldfish brain’.  I didn’t want the flag.  I just liked 

A Sea Story from Steve Downing 

the idea of seeing the flag pole barren the next morning when 

we marched to chow. 

With everybody glued to their TV screens, we figured shore 

patrol would also be indoors. 

Good plan! 

We got the flag.  No one got caught.  Whoever kept the flag 

managed to get it mailed home or somehow hidden in case a 

contraband search was conducted. 

A couple of weeks later at Coronado, we tried the same 

caper (minus the moon landing).  We got the flag, but also 

got caught climbing down the side of the building. 

The shore patrol was decent.  The Admiral indicated he was 

busy, and he didn’t think he should have to worry about 

dumbass middies trying to heist his flag.  Naturally, we 

agreed, pleaded for mercy, and were let go with a reprimand 

(it’s probably somewhere in my ‘permanent record’). 

And as for that naked flag pole at Corpus…well, some Sailor 

had run up the spare before daybreak! 

D**n! Ê 

Steve Downing 

OSU NROTC Class of ‘71 

USMC 

By Stan Smith 

OSU NROTC Class of ‘72, USMC 

Alumni Coordinator 

The 6th annual Beaver Battalion Foxhole and Fantail Alumni 

Muster was held during Homecoming, Saturday, 20 October 

2018.  Our turnout was at an all-time high, probably more 

driven by seeing the Quonset hut for what may be the last 

time, and a game time of 1300, vs the Beavs football game.  

No need to mention how they played….  Those of you who 

chose to miss the event, missed a great gathering.  A group 

of approximately 180 showed up including alums, their 

guests, staff and their guests, midshipmen, and dignitaries 

from the university.  We had a seat block of 43 attendees at 

the game, so most could sit together and cheer.  A rousing 

time was had by all. 

Trey Sisson, CAPT, USN, our new Professor of Naval Sci-

ence and CO, presided at the event.  He introduced our 

guest of honor, Missy Meadows, widow of Col. Chuck Mead-

ows, USMC (retired), who we honored in our June 2018 

newsletter.  I had the honor to read an email greeting and 

tribute to Missy from General Peter Pace, USMC, (retired), 

former Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff and one of Chuck’s 

Foxhole and Fantail Muster — After Action Report 

platoon commanders at Hue.  Also introduced was Dr. Alix 

Gitelman, Vice Provost for Undergraduate Affairs, who 

spoke to us, Denise Harrison from the University Founda-

tion, several senior retired officer alums and new staff at the 

Unit. 

RDML Mike Sharp ‘74 was in attendance as was Ted Leon-

ard, ‘50 from our first graduating class at OSU NROTC.  

Mike Morrissey, ’68 was present celebrating his class’s 50th 

anniversary.  We recognized several members from the 

class of ’88 and some spill over to ’89 organized by Bill 

Becker ’88 for their 30th anniversary get together. 

Thanks goes out to Midn. 2/C Annie-Rose Salisbury and her 

crew for excellent work hosting us and cooking our pregame 

meal!  Also, thanks to our alumni team helping out at the 

event to include Ron Swingen,’59, Rodger Bekooy, ’65, 

Mike Morrissey,’68, Steve Downing,’71, and Steve Easter-

day ‘72 and his wife Trink.  Also, thanks to the many who 

support our Alumni group and the Staff and Midshipmen of 

our NROTC Unit whose enthusiastic support of our effort is 

well appreciated. 

(Continued on page 10) 
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We also welcomed Lauri Morris, 

who joined the staff recently as our 

Unit administrative assistant and 

Alumni point person. 

Note: The shirts the midshipmen 

were wearing, and selling were 

outstanding!  Notice front and 

back… both Navy and Marine ver-

sions. 

Ê  

(Continued from page 9) 

Foxhole & Fantail Muster—After Action Report 

(L) Ted Leonard, OSU NROTC 

Class of ‘50, most senior alumni 

present, and (R) CAPT Sisson 
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Major Ripley (ultimately Col. Ripley) always led from the front 

and he took care of those of us that he commissioned.  He 

remained a mentor throughout my Marine Corps career and 

we stayed in touch long after I retired.  I was honored and 

saddened to be able to attend his Funeral Mass and Intern-

ment at the Naval Academy in 2008. 

I was commissioned in 1973 and I spent my first 8 years in 

the Corps as a “Tanker”.  I served as a Series Commander in 

the 2nd Recruit Training BN at MCRD San Diego, from 1975 

until 1978, when I was assigned to Yakima, Washington as 

the Inspector-Instructor for “B” Company, 4th Tanks.  I had 

been selected for promotion to Captain and since there were 

no senior Marine officers in Yakima, I asked the Mayor of 

Yakima to officiate at my promotion ceremony and she did! 

In 1979 I was selected for Flight Training and in 1980, as a 

mid-level Captain, reported to NAS Pensacola as a “Student 

Naval Aviator”.  I received my “Wings” in 1981 and reported 

to MCAS New River where I qualified as a CH-46 pilot.  In 

1982 I deployed to Beirut, Lebanon as part of the Multi-

National Peace Keeping Force with HMM-263, as the S-4 

Department Head and was designated a Helicopter Aircraft 

Commander (HAC). 

In 1983 I was promoted to Major and transferred to MCAS 

Tustin, CA.  I flew with HMM-161, deploying for a second 

time to Okinawa, and then back to Tustin with HMT-301, as a 

flight instructor and the Aircraft Maintenance Officer for the 

“training squadron” with 36-airframes comprised of CH-46E, 

CH-53A/D, and CH-53E helicopters. 

In 1988 it was back to Quantico for Command and Staff Col-

lege and in 1989 I was assigned to MCAS Camp Pendleton 

as the Airfield Operations Officer (the Airport Manager).  I 

was designated an Aircraft Commander in both the C-12 
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(Beechcraft King Air) and T-39 (Sabreliner Jet).  In 1991 I 

transferred to MCAS El Toro, initially assigned to the G-1 

Section for Commander Airbases West and prior to retiring in 

1993, I was assigned as the Executive Officer of the Station 

Operations and Maintenance Squadron (SOMS).   

During my Marine Corps flying I logged over 3,000 hours of 

flight time in a variety of aircraft.  I hold a FAA Airline 

Transport Pilot certificate with type ratings in both turbo-jet 

aircraft and helicopters. 

From the positive things that the Marine Corps taught me, 

especially my time as the Airfield Operations Officer at MCAS 

Camp Pendleton, I was able to transition back into the 

“civilian” world, being hired as the Airport Manager at McNary 

Field in Salem, Oregon in 1993.  However, after three years 

back in Oregon, my wife told me she was going to move back 

to southern California and that I could go with her or send 

money.  In 1996, I accepted the position of Airport Manager 

in Fullerton, California, and we moved back to Orange Coun-

ty. 

In 2013, I was hired as the General Manager / Chief Operat-

ing Officer (COO) of the Sedona-Oak Creek Airport Authority 

in Sedona, Arizona and remained in Sedona for two years.  

Sedona Airport is one of the country’s most beauti-

ful destinations and the airport serves a diverse 

variety of aircraft.  The Sedona-Oak Creek Airport 

Authority is the Fixed Base Operator (FBO) at Se-

dona Airport and I was responsible for this 

“entrepreneurial” portion of the airport business as 

well.   During this time at Sedona, I was elected to 

and served on the Arizona Airports Association’s 

(AzAA) Board of Directors as a Director and the 

Second Vice-President. 

I was selected to be the Deputy Director for Airports 

at the City of San Diego and started in that position 

in January of 2015.   As the leader of the City’s Air-

ports Division, which is part of the City of San Die-

go’s Real Estate Assets Department (READ), I am responsi-

ble for the management and operation of the City’s two gen-

eral aviation airports, Montgomery-Gibbs Executive Airport 

and Brown Field Airport.  The City of San Diego’s Airports 

Division Team consists of twenty-two professionals who staff 

both airports seven days a week.  I was elected to the Board 

of Directors of the Southwest Chapter of the American Asso-

ciation of Airport Executives (SWAAAE) in July of 2016 and 
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served on the Board until 2018, chairing the Membership 

Committee. 

I am active as an adjunct faculty member of Southern Illinois 

University, Carbondale (Off Campus Academic Programs) 

and Embry Riddle Aeronautical University (World Wide), 

teaching aviation management courses, with an emphasis on 

“Airport Operations, Airport Finance, and Airport Planning”. 

I have served twice as the District Chair for the Los Amigos 

District of the Orange County Council of the Boy Scouts of 

America and am a member of the Benevolent and Protective 

Order of Elks, where I served on the Board of Directors for 

the Sedona Elks Lodge, in Sedona, Arizona.   

I have been married for nearly forty years to the former, Pam-

ela Lynn Atwater, and we reside in Fullerton, California.  We 

have six children, all of whom have served their country, in-

cluding one who was recently promoted to Lt.Col. in the Army 

and is the Air Defense Chief for the Army’s 1st Infantry Divi-

sion at Ft. Riley, Kansas. 

As I look back at my time in NROTC at Oregon State, I could 

have never imagined in 1973 when I got commissioned 

(Continued from page 11) 

Rod Propst—’73, USMC 

where the journey would take me, nor 

what a great foundation it had instilled in 

me. 

Semper Fi, 

Rod Propst 

Major, USMC Ret. 

Ê 

Son Ryan’s Promotion Ceremony 
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The Alumni Group encourages alumni of the OSU NROTC 

program to provide financial support to the midshipmen.  The 

Taffrail Fund helps finance events and program expenses 

that promote midshipmen development.  The Scholarship 

Fund provides dollar awards presented at the Spring Award 

ceremony.  Both funds help the midshipmen. 

NROTC scholarships cover tuition and fees and they provide 

a small monthly stipend.  However, the stipend does not cov-

er food, housing, and other living expenses.  Many of the 

midshipmen struggle financially and you can help. 

It is easy to make a contribution.  Donations to the Taffrail 

Fund and to the Naval ROTC Alumni Scholarship Fund are  

processed through the OSU Foundation via their secure web-

site. 

How to make a Donation to the OSU NROTC Program 

If you would like to make a donation to the Taffrail Fund, click 

this link Taffrail Fund Donation.  If you would like to make a 

donation to the Naval ROTC Alumni Scholarship Fund, click 

this link NROTC Scholarship Fund Donation.  In either case 

the correct fund will already be selected for you, so you don’t 

have to enter anything for “Direct my gift to a specific OSU 

College or Campus” nor do you have to enter anything under 

“Don’t see the area you’d like to support?”. 

Both these links will take you directly into the secure OSU 

Foundation website were you can complete your tax free 

donation. 

The OSU NROTC Alumni Group thanks you for your support 

of the midshipmen. 
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